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RESPONSE #38 - LETTER
Richard Gaines

Comment Response
Number
38-A The capacity of a freeway lane is as high as 2,300 passenger cars per lane per

hour (pcplph), for ideal conditions.  At capacity, freeway speeds are about 35 to
45 mph, yet flows as high as 2,200 to 2,300 pcplph can be maintained.  The
volume mentioned would only occur in a traffic queue upstream of a traffic
bottleneck.  This would not be a “capacity” volume, but would represent a
volume “constrained” by the traffic bottleneck.

38-B See response to 38-A

38-C See 37-G

38-D This project is contained in the 1998/99 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) and
the 1998 Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP).  The Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) has determined that both the TIP and the RTIP conform
to the Transportation Conformity Rule as amended by EPA on August 15, 1997.

This project meets the regional tests for conformity with the State
Implementation Plan (SIP).  The SIP is a plan detailing the steps that will be
taken (by a state or regions within a state) to meet federal air quality standards.
The SIP contains Transportation Control measures (TCM’s) adopted to further air
quality improvements.  All applicable TCM’s are included in this project including
TCM 8 (Construct Carpool/Express Bus Lanes on Freeways), one of twenty TCM’s
in the Bay Area Quality Management District’s (BAAQMD) Clean Air Plan.

38-E Comments noted


